
Cambio Ambiental Global y 
Vulnerabilidad Social en MØxico
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� GEC is more than climate change
� Includes natural plus human components
� It is a constelation of changes in different spheres, such as:
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1. Global financial networks
2. Instant communication (internet)
3. Global trade system
4. Global multilateral system of negotiations within the 

UN, the UN Security Council & the NATO
5. Global agreements on human rights and their 

reinforcement
6. International Council/ Court of Justice 
7. Consolidation of democratic political systems
8. Increase of social gaps within countries and between 

North and South
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1. Economic crisis: most severe financial crisis since 1929 

(collapse of private banks, insurance companies and 
enterprises), reduction of economic growth, increased 
unemployment and decline of remittances from migrants.

2. Population Growth: The world population has tripled during the 
20th century from 2 to 6 billion and it is projected to grow to 9 
billion until 2050. 

3. Climate Change: global temperature is projected to rise 
between 1.1 and 6.4°C by 2100; sea-level between 18 cm and 
2.4 metres; precipitation patterns change significantly,  climate 
related hazards will increase in number and intensity affecting 
more people and economies.

4. Water Security: during the 20th century population tripled and 
water consumption increased six fold. By 2025, more than 2.8 
billion people in 48 countries are projected to face water stress, 
most of them in Asia and Africa.

5. Food Crises in 2008: 963 million people are hungry; 40 
million more due to food price increase; more than 24,000 
people die daily due to hunger-related causes.



Regressive globalization

� Strategy of groups and governments that favor a 
globalization only to the extent to benefit them.

� Administrative unilateralism makes use of global 
strategies of pre-emption and counter-proliferation 
in a clearly expression of national interest. This 
could create isolationism and an anarchic global 
system of governance.

� The rise of nationalist and religious fundamentalist 
groups, which favored a new geopolitical terrorism. 
These groups depend on a global infrastructure 
such as internet, global funding, global financial 
system, communication, propaganda and 
technology.



National investments 85,0
National savings 85,5
International trade 84,2
GDP                                  84,7

Richest

Each bloc represents 1/5
Of world population

National investments 0,9
National savings 0,7
International trade 0,9
GDP                                 1,4

Poorest

Globalization created unequal access to goods and crises
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AnthroposphereEcosphereEcosphere
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Atmosphere

Hydrosphere

Biosphere

Lithosphere
Pedosphere

Economy

Transportation

Culture and Gender
Identity

Population Growth

Urbanization

Science & 
Technology
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� Not necessary to define here what security is.
� Securitization: as an inter-subjective understanding is constructed 

through discursive & political processes to transform something into 
an existential threat that calls for and legitimates the use of 
extraordinary measures to deal with the threat. 

� Asking: Which security (determination); security of whom or for 
whom (reference object); security of what (values at risk); security 
from what of from whom (sources of threats)

� �Referent object�: that is threatened such as the human being, the 
state, the survival.
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�����88880000 that points to the existential threat (speech 

act) able to legitimize extraordinary  measures
5 9999:����
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security�? 
� Source: Copenhagen School, Brauch et al. 2008, 2009, 2010.
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Humankind, NatureSustainabilityEcosystems, rural 
and urban systems, 
water and food

Environmental 
security

Patriarchy, totalitarian 
institutions (Ølites, 
governments, religious 
fundamentalism, 
dominant cultures), 
intolerance

Equity, identity, 
social relations, 
solidarity, 
tolerance

Gender relations, 
indigenous people, 
minorities
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Nature, state,
globalization

Survival of 
humankind
people 

Individual, 
humankind

Human security

State, substate actorsTerritorial
integrity

The State
National security

Source(s) of 
threat: 

Security from whom 
or what?

Value at 
risk: 

Security of 
what?

Reference 
object: 

Security of whom?

Determination 
Which security?




